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A PASSION

FOR FILM

Today’s students can
look forward to a

career in aflourishing film
industry. This isnot only supported
by Daniel,but by statistics that

show a recordspend last year in UK
film productionand an encouraging
increase in cinematicket
sales.Meeting in his

office in centralLondon, Daniel is
open, friendly andrelaxed, responding
thoughtfully whenasked his views on the
future of theindustry.

“Despite all the
challenges that filmis facing and has faced

throughout mytime, it has remained
extraordinarilyrobust. There is no
doubt that thereare major challenges, but
even the newproviders of streaming
require content.So the fact is there has
never been agreater demand. And for a
student who isexcited at the prospect of
being involvedin film – there is a big
world out there, andthe British side is a very
important part.“The UK has become

an extremelypopular venue for
filmmakers fromaround the world.
Studios are wellequipped, the
craftsmen are brilliant,the investment
(because of the taxrebates) is very enticing
and there aregreat writers, actors and
directors. Eventhough it probably
hasn’t made it anyeasier to get into the
business – at leastthere is a business
to get into!”Daniel studied social

and politicalstudies at Oxford Brookes
and althoughhe says the course was
interesting, hegives the impression
that it may havebeen chosen primarily
to fit in with his

other commitments at
the time. “I rana film society, worked
part time at thePicture Palace, curated
programmes offilms and wrote film
reviews. I started to doall the things that
actually did turn out tobe building blocks
towards a career, evenif at the time they
seemed like hobbies.”But, although not

directly relevantto his future career, he
thrived in theenvironment and says
the experiencewas life changing in
many ways (healso met his future wife
who was doinga teacher training
degree at this time).“I do remember being
fascinated by amodule on American
politics. It was avery good grounding for
understandinghow congress and voting
works, whichis important.” This would
come in usefulwhen he was appointed
President ofMiramax Films in 2005
and spent thefollowing 12 years living
in New York.Daniel has been

impressed by hisvisits to Oxford
Brookes, highlightingthe facilities and the
enthusiasm ofthe students and staff.
“I met severalof the professors, who I
thought werejust the right kind of
mix of beingenthusiastic, but also
experienced andknowledgeable. The
students have agood balance between
understandingartistic endeavour and
learning aboutfilmmaking.”

His own work he
sees as ‘thebusiness of film’. “This

is what I ammore involved with,
although that is notpurely business either.
It is a creativeendeavour. We are
trying to createpieces of entertainment,
and a numberneed to be viable and
successful. >>

Daniel Battsek ’80, Director of Film4 and alumnus of Oxford
Brookes, is optimistic about the future. With a successful career
spanning three continents and almost three decades, and with
vast experience in production, development and distribution,
there are few as well placed to discuss the business of film.

When a film
opened,
information
would filter
through, with
faxes and
phonecalls, which
wasenough to
putme into a
badmood for
anentire
weekend!But now you
know before
the film opens
whether
youhave a hit –
or a
miss.

‘‘

Words: Wendy Jacob
Photography: Paul Tait

ALUMNUS SPOTLIGHT
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DANIEL

BATTSEK

FILMOGRAPHY

Award-winning films

Daniel has helped

“I learnt from doing the jobs I did.
I’m not sure that you can teach what I
do in a university degree. Production and
distribution are taught and this is very
important for students of film. To have an
understanding of how the film business

Asked his advice for those who are
about to embark on a career in film,
Daniel admits it is still a challenge finding
an entry point, but once through the
door, there are many paths. “You have
to understand and decide what it is that
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